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ABOUT THE PLAY....

We are in a retirement home for musicians. Three are former opera
singers (Wilfred, Cissy and Reggie) who have often worked together in
the past and are about to be joined by a newcomer. Cissy catches a
glimpse of her and reports that it is Jean, a major star in her day and,
more to the point, the woman to whom Reggie was once unhappily
married. Reggie is horrified but there is nothing he can do. Every year,
on October 10, they stage a concert to honour the legacy of Verdi. But
when Jean arrives unannounced the carefully ordered world they inhabit
is thrown into dazzling chaos.

Harwood is writing about people who potter about the No Man’s Land of
being old, having once been famous artists. The gift has gone but not the
talent, nor the useless feeling that the artist who does not perform is a
mere husk. The necessary selfishness changes unexpectedly to humility
and the crusty ‘pro’ becomes a child who loves dressing up. This is, in a
sense, a forgiving play.

With old rivalries resurfacing, long-buried regrets coming to light, and
one reluctant star determined not to sing, Quartet becomes a riotously
tender exploration of ageing, ambition and friendship.




ABOUT THE DIRECTOR...

KATE PETERS

Kate is a professional actress and performer, with a lifetime of experience
in directing, producing and writing mainstage musical revues and
pantomimes.

Her “non-musical” appearances have included Pegeen Mike in Playboy of
the Western World, The Love of Four Colonels and Who is Sylvia?
Halfway Up a Tree and Eleanor of Aquitaine in The Lion in Winter
Absurd Person Singular and Amanda in Noel Coward’s Private Lives,

The Prisoner of 2" Avenue, Bedroom Farce and Leonardo’s Last Supper
for Eureka! Theatre.

Her QId years started with the National Tour of Twelfth Night Theatre’s
production of Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca, then for GCLT Love Letters

and Waiting in the Wings. Last year she was seen as Ouiser Boudreaux in
GCLT’s Steel Magnolias.

Kate’s major musical theatre roles have included Nancy in Oliver!, Grace
Farrell and Miss Hannigan in Annie!, Mame Dennis in Mame!, Joanne in
Company, Mrs Molloy then Dolly Levi in Hello, Dolly! Kate was thrilled
to play Lola in Lola Montez at the Canberra Theatre for the Bicentennial
Production in 1988, Aldonza in Man of La Mancha and Gertie in Noel
and Gertie, Reno Sweeney in Anything Goes! Jeanette in The Full Monty,
Mrs Mullins in Carousel, Grandma in Billy Elliot at the Star Casino.

Directing credits include South Pacific, Annie Get Your Gun, Jerry’s
Girls, Hello, Dolly! and the multi-award winning Crown Matrimonial for
GCLT. In 2019 she Guest Directed My Fair Lady for the Toowoomba
Choral Society.




CREATIVES...
Director: Kate Peters
Music Consultant: Kirri Adams
Set Designer: Michael Sutton
Construction Assistant: Russell Williams
Stage Manager: Donna McNish
Sound Design: TBC
Lighting Design: TBC
Costume Design & Construction: Shirley Whitehouse
Prompt: Marilyn Cullel

Stage Crew: TBC



CAST REQUIREMENTS...

Where age is given, it can be taken loosely — the play says “All aged over
707 ... we’ll settle for “mature”!

Cecily Robson (Cissy)

A loveable, slightly ditsy woman who was, in her time, a little
racy...she loves gossip, loves the retirement home and looks forward to
the yearly recital.

Reginald Paget

A serious, intellectual type who bitterly hates the situation he has
fallen into. Formerly married to Jean, he is furious that she has come to
live in the same retirement home.

Wilfred Bond
Takes everything with a grain of salt, talks bravado and has a
slightly risque approach to life.

Jean Horton
A former diva, basically selfish, waiting for a hip. Can’t abide the
thought of ending her days with people she regards as inferior.

The 2012 film starring MAGGIE SMITH, PAULINE COLLINS, TOM
COURTENAY and BILLY CONNOLLY will give you some idea of the
range of ages in the play. While the film is good viewing, it relies on a
large cast of characters and constantly changing scenery. It has a
different ending to the play.

The film was directed by DUSTIN HOFFMAN (his directorial debut) and
there are several excellent interviews with him on Youtube you may be
interested in seeing.



AUDITIONS...

Auditions will take place at MOLLY’s,
behind Gold Coast Little Theatre
on Saturday, 23" May from 10.30a.m.

Please complete the attached Audition Form and send it to the Director on
peterslk@iprimus.com.au
by Saturday 16" May. An audition time will be assigned to you.

* Auditionees will not be required to memorise part of the script.

* Auditionees will be asked to read from the play in the style of the
Character they are auditioning for.

* Script portions will be issued at audition (cold read). Remembering
that the play is set in the U.K. and the characters are likely to be from a
middle to upper middle class background.

If callbacks are necessary, they will be scheduled for Tuesday 26™
May at 6.00pm.

SCHEDULE REQUIREMENTS...

The commitment for this production requires performers to be
available three times per week on Tuesday and Thursday evening, and
Sunday. (To be decided firmly when cast commitments are known.)

As the play is only a four-hander, it is likely that all cast will be
called for the majority of rehearsals.


mailto:peterslk@iprimus.com.au

ESSENTIAL DATES...

FIRST READ: Monday 29" June, 2026
BUMP-IN: From Monday 20th July 2026

DRINKS WITH THE DIRECTOR: Tuesday 25"
August, 6.00pm

SEASON: 4 —26th September

Friday 4 September, 7.30pm (Preview)
Saturday S September, 7.30pm (Opening Night)
Sunday 6 September, 2.00pm

Friday 11 September, 7.30pm
Saturday 12 September, 7.30pm
Sunday 13 September. 7.30pm

Friday 18 September. 7.30pm
Saturday 19 September, 7.30
Sunday 20 September, 2.00pm

Thursday 24 September, 7.30pm
Friday 25 September, 7.30pm
Saturday 26 September, 7.30pm (Closing Night)



