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Bye Bye Birdie - Audition Pack 

 
Gold Coast Little Theatre is excited to present Bye Bye Birdie as a part of our 2020 
program. We are seeking a large enthusiastic and dedicated cast of all ages.  
 
Auditions will be held at on Saturday, 11th January, 2020 at Gold Coast Little Theatre,  
21a Scarborough Street, Southport.  
 
The season runs from 17th April – 9th May, 2020. 
 

Audition Day 
 
Singing auditions – Upon registering to audition, you will be issued with a time between 
10am and 4pm.  
Dance audition – en masse dance audition will be held at 4pm. All auditionees will learn the 
movement routine and some will be asked to stay for a more challenging dance round. 
 
Call backs – following the first round of auditions, you may be asked to attend a call back on 
Tuesday, 14th January. Call backs will only be held for main roles, not ensemble. 
 
Preparing for audition 
You will need to prepare one song in musical theatre style, that best demonstrates your 
ability to perform in Bye Bye Birdie. The choreography for the dance call will be taught on 
the day. Those auditioning for Mae Peterson will not need to sing or dance and will be sent 
a scene to prepare for audition.  
 
  



About Bye Bye Birdie  

Bye Bye Birdie is a satire that takes place in 1958 and centres around an Elvis Presley type 
rock and roll superstar (Conrad Birdie) who is drafted into the army. His agent and song 
writer (Albert Peterson) and Albert's secretary and love interest (Rosie Alvarez) plan a 
farewell performance for Birdie on the Ed Sullivan television show, which they hope will 
provide the publicity to sell his new song One Last Kiss and bring Albert's company out of 
debt.  

At the conclusion of the performance, Birdie will give a real kiss to a lucky girl from his fan 
club. The lucky girl, randomly chosen, is Kim MacAfee from Sweet Apple, Ohio, and is an 
avid member of the local Conrad Birdie fan club. Albert and Rosie come to Sweet Apple to 
prepare for Birdie's arrival and things begin to unravel. Kim's father (Harry MacAfee) begins 
to get excited about the thought of being on the Ed Sullivan Show with his daughter and 
Kim's new steady (Hugo Peabody) starts to get jealous of the thought of Kim kissing Birdie 
on national television. After Birdie's arrival in Sweet Apple, things continue to come undone 
as Birdie's charms enrage Hugo to punch him out on national television as he embraces to 
kiss Kim.  

Later, Birdie confesses that he is tired of show business and goes out on the town with the 
kids to show them how to party. This leads to Birdie's arrest. Meanwhile, Rosie is getting 
tired of waiting for Albert to propose and figures that eight years is long enough. She is also 
tired of Albert's domineering mother (Mae Peterson) who is constantly interfering in their 
relationship. Rosie goes out on the town and stumbles into a Shriner’s meeting, leading to a 
humorous ballet sequence. The show ends with Albert bailing Birdie out of jail prompting 
Birdie to ask Albert to be his agent forever as he gets on the train to New York and his 
induction into the army. Kim and Hugo make up and Albert finally decides to propose to 
Rosie. 



Character Breakdown 

 
Name Character age Description Vocal range 

Albert Peterson Early 30s Energetic bundle of nervous 
energy. President of the Almaelou 
Music company and Conrad 
Birdie’s agent. 

Baritone 
C flat to F flat 

Rosie Alvarez Late 20s – early 
30s 

Albert’s secretary and girlfriend. 
Efficient, vivacious and fiery. 

Mezzo-Soprano 
A flat to C 

Conrad Birdie Late teens – 
early 20s 

Flamboyant singer/dancer. Elvis 
type, over the top rock star, heart 
throb.  

Baritone  
D flat to E flat 

Kim Macafee Mid to late 
teens 

Sweet, excitable but self-absorbed 
teenager. The lucky member of the 
Conrad Birdie fan club to be chosen 
for the last kiss. 

Soprano  
A to A flat 

Harry Macafee Early 40s – late 
50s 

Kim’s dad. Highly strung, 
controlling and traditional but 
loving.  

Baritone 
C to E 

Dorris Macafee Early 40s – 50s Kim’s mum. Bit of a 1950s 
housewife. Excitable, a little 
overwhelmed. 

Mezzo-Soprano  
C flat to E 

Randolph Macafee 7-10 years Randolph is Kim’s precocious but 
cute little brother. Confident actor 
needed, some singing required. 
This role will be double cast.  

Some solo singing. 

Hugo Peabody Mid to late 
teens 

Kim’s steady. Fun loving, comedic. 
Gets very jealous of Conrad.  

No solo vocals 

Mae Peterson Late 50s + Albert’s emotionally manipulative 
mother. Jewish accent and comic 
timing a must. 

Non singing role 

Ursula Merkle Mid to late 
teens 

Kim’s best friend. Hyper-
enthusiastic member of the Conrad 
Birdie Fan club. 

Mezzo-soprano 
E to F 

Harvey Johnson Mid to late 
teens 

Member of teen ensemble. 
Struggling to find a date. Comedic. 

No solo vocals. 

Gloria Rasputin Late 20s to early 
40s 

Featured role. Singer, strong 
dancer, excellent comic ability 
needed. Tap dancer preferred. 

Mezzo-soprano 
C flat to E (negotiable) 

Teen Ensemble Mid-teens to 
early 20s 

A number of featured ensemble 
roles will be cast from this group. 
Dancers, singers and actors 
needed. 

Range required 

Adult ensemble Mid 30s + A number of featured ensemble 
roles will be cast from this group. 
Both singers and actors needed for 
scene work and some musical 
numbers. 

 

 
 



Song List 
 

Act One 

Overture A Teen girls 

An English Teacher Rosie 

The Telephone Hour Teen Ensemble 

How Lovely to be a Woman Kim 

Penn Station Transition Teen girls 

Put on a Happy Face Albert 

A Healthy, Normal, American Boy Albert, Rosie, teen and adult ensemble 
Penn Station to Sweet Apple Teen and adult ensemble 

Sweet Apple Band Teen Ensemble 

One Boy Kim, teen girls, Rosie 

Honesty Sincere Conrad and teen ensemble 
Wounded Ursula and teen girls 

Hymn for Sunday Evening (Ed Sullivan) Harry, Dorris and adult ensemble 

One Last Kiss Conrad, Albert, teen and adult ensemble 

Act Two 
Entr’acte B Teen Girls 

What Did I Ever See in Him? Rosie, Kim 

What Did I Ever See in Him? (Reprise) Rosie 

A Lot of Livin’ to Do Conrad, Kim, Teen Ensemble 
Kids Harry and Dorris Macafee 

Baby, Talk to Me Albert, Male Ensemble 

Kids (Reprise) Harry, Dorris and Randolph, adult ensemble 
Ice House Livin’ Teen Ensemble 

An English Teacher (Reprise) Rosie 

Spanish Rose Rosie 

Hand Car Teen Girls 
Rosie Albert and Rosie 

 
 

Rehearsals 
Rehearsals will take place three times a week, including two weeknights and one weekend 
afternoon. Not all cast will be required for every rehearsal. Please ensure you list any 
unavailability on your audition registration form. 
 

Enquiries 
For more information or enquiries, please contact the Director Amy-Louise Anderson on 
productions@gclt.com.au.  
 
We look forward to receiving your audition registration! Chookas! 
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