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About the play...
‘You came to me to learn the pleasure of life and
the pleasure of art. Perhaps I am chosen to teach you
something much more wonderful—the meaning of
sorrow, and its beauty.’
-Oscar Wilde.
‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’ received its first public
performance at St James’s Theatre in London in 1892
in the last years of the Victorian era. The play would
establish the talent and reputation of its writer Oscar
Wilde, albeit rather briefly, since his trial for gross
indecency and subsequent imprisonment in 1895, no
doubt contributed to his premature death in France
in 1900. The Victorian period was nevertheless
characterised by a focus on refined sensibilities and a highly moralistic
perspective; giving rise to rather strait-laced language and behaviour.
But this is an era which, broadly speaking, begins with ‘Frankenstein’ and will
end with Jack The Ripper and ‘Dracula’.
It is this counterpoint between a highly moral, and yet an alarmingly salacious
and base society, that I am most interested in.
The many ‘dark’ references in the play (‘..all men are monsters.’ ‘None of us
men do look what we really are.’ ‘If a woman wants to hold a man, she has
merely to appeal to what is worst in him.’) give rise to a Victorian Underbelly
which provides a strong contrast to the social whirl of the ‘London Season’
our aristocrats are involved in, in the play. The Penny Dreadfuls’ hailing of
gruesome events like Jack the Ripper in this period points to: ‘The essential
unknowability of each individual, and society’s collaboration in the
maintenance of a facade behind which lurked innumerable mysteries, were
the themes which preoccupied many mid-century novelists.’(‘The Victorian
Family: structure and stresses’: Wohl, Anthony S(1978)).
You will observe that we have taken this ‘behind the facade’ into the set.
The play, of course, remains a comedy. Or is it?
Director - Rob Horton
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Director...Rob Horton
Rob is from the UK and has extensive theatre experience
in addition to being a qualified teacher. He was Artistic
Director of his own professional community company
Raa Theatre and of Spilsby Theatre in Lincolnshire, UK.
Work with the international director Mikhail Mokeev
(Moscow Art Theatre) provided him with training
in the Stanislavski System and he went on to perform
the title roles in ‘Hamlet’, ‘Macbeth’ and a wide variety
of repertory roles in the UK. In Australia, Rob has
concentrated on film and television work, appearing in
PJ Hogan’s ‘Mental’ with Toni Collette, the children’s TV
series ‘K9’, and local film director Michael O’Halloran’s ‘Breaking The Rock’
and ‘The Dossier Case’, among many other projects. Rob currently teaches
acting (Meisner Technique) at the New York Film Academy on the Gold
Coast. He has recently completed Masterclass work with Scott Williams, the
renowned Master Meisner Teacher.

Rob would like to thank ...
The wonderful HELEN MADEN, the amazing ANDREW COCKROFT-PENMAN,
the simply fantastic TERRY DOCKER and KAY BOXALL, the fabulous KATE
PETERS, the awesome DAWN and SHIRLEY(xx), my lovely SHEILA BRADLEY,
and the great support of DI and KIM.
Special thanks to…
Regina King, SHANE CADDAYE, John Ebbott (Photography)
Briana Mirabile for interviews/photography/ her work on this production
Lawrie Esmond for re-building the theatre (he knows what I mean)
Laney and Murray for always ‘being there’ and picking up things
The staff of GCLT for their wonderful work- thank you
Savoyards Theatre Company
Darren Curtis Creatives
Russell Williams for his Victorian expertise

GCLT is a Participant in the 2017
Gold Coast Area Theatre Awards
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The Cast...
LADY WINDERMERE - Chloe Dear

Having graduated with an Advanced Diploma in Acting for Film from the New York Film Academy,
Chloe Dear has recently returned from a month long educational trip to Los Angeles. After undertaking
such opportunities as filming on the Universal Studios back lot, Chloe returned to Australia and
auditioned for her current role of Lady Windemere within the first week of arriving back home. Other
roles she’s particularly enjoyed bringing to life include; Lady MacBeth in an adaptation of ‘Macbeth’, and
Elizabeth in ‘One Night’, a short film that is currently being entered into various film festivals.

THE DUCHESS OF BERWICK- Jacki Simmons

Jacki is a graduate of the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama, London - her film and television
appearnaces include ‘Australia’s Most Wanted’, ‘Two in the Bush’, ‘Sylver Linings’, ‘Missing’ and an
appearance with Barry Humphries in the satirical video, ‘Flashbacks’. Recent film work includes ‘On
the Brink of Vanity’ and the independent feature, ‘Alice’. She is also an accomplished voice over artist,
recording various commercials and audio books. Theatre work includes ‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘Fen’,
‘Hamlet’, ‘The Hostage’, ‘Marriage a la Mode’, ‘The False Count’, ‘Tartuffe’, and ‘Signal Driver’.

LADY AGATHA CARLISLE - Skye Schokman

This is Skye’s theatre debut. She is thrilled to be playing Lady Agatha Carlisle in this production of
‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’. Skye has loved working with Rob during the rehearsal process and has enjoyed
discovering and creating this character. Skye recently graduated from the New York Film Academy
Australia with a Diploma of Screen and Media in Acting for Film and just finished filming two short
films. Alongside her passion for acting, Skye also enjoys developing her dancing and stage combat skills.

LADY PLYMDALE - Natalie Stephenson

Natalie has recently returned from the UK where she performed a summer season of Repertory Theatre
in Windsor and Sidmouth. Previous shows on the Gold Coast include ‘Billy Liar’, ‘Proof ’ and ‘Nunsense’.
She also had a season with Darwin Theatre Company performing in ‘Slow Falling Bird’, ‘Playthings’ and
‘The Lyric Life’.

LADY JEDBURGH - Jann Alcorn

Since moving from Mackay to Brisbane in 1973, Jann has performed in an impressive collection of
Australian plays: La Boite - Jack Hibbard’s ‘Captain Midnight’; Dorothy Hewitt’s ‘This Old Man Comes
Rolling Home’; Brisbane Arts Theatre - Peter Kenna’s ‘A Hard God’; Twelfth Night Theatre’s ‘Inquiry –
The Musical (Fitzgerald)’ devised by Paul Collings. Gold Coast productions include Patricia Johnson’s
‘Gladbags’; Doreen Clarke’s ‘Brisbane Ladies’; Dymphna Cusack’s ‘Morning Sacrifice’; Peta Murray’s
‘Wallflowering’; Hannie Rayson’s ‘Inheritance’; and most recently, Patrick White’s ‘Signal Driver’.

MRS ERLYNNE - Susan Cary

Susan began her theatre work in Brisbane at La Boite Theatre, subsequently completing a postgraduate
diploma at the London Academy of Performing Arts, where she met her husband and fellow actor Rob
Horton. Theatre credits include: UK and European tours including working with Mikhail Mokeev from
the Moscow Art Theatre; Edinburgh Fringe and Cambridge Shakespeare Festivals. Shakespearean roles
include: Viola – ‘Twelfth Night’, Gertrude – ‘Hamlet’, Grumio – ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ and Lady
Macbeth – ‘Macbeth’. For GCLT: ‘Romeo and Juliet’ as Lady Capulet, the award winning comedy ‘Social
Climbers’ and most recently the Duchess of York in ‘Crown Matrimonial’.
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The Cast...
LORD WINDERMERE - Stuart Lumsden

Stuart has been a regular contributor to the Gold Coast Little Theatre since his debut in ‘The Boys’
in 2011. Since then he’s acted or directed numerous times, with notable productions including ‘Cosi’,
‘Macbeth’ and ‘Fiddler on the Roof ’. This is Stuart’s first production since 2014’s ‘The Pyjama Game’ and
he’s very much looking forward to living on the ‘Wilde’ side during the month of September. Stuart has
also been member of the Production Committee since 2012.

LORD DARLINGTON - James Anderson

James is proud of invitations to perform as International Artist in Residence at Shakespeare’s Globe London
UK, in workshops with the renowned theatre company Complicité in the UK, and in the leading role in
Tadashi Suzuki’s International Theatre Festival in Japan with Frank Theatre. Stage performances include
Hamlet, Macbeth and Macduff (Macbeth), Serge (Art by Yasmina Reza), Benedick (Much Ado About
Nothing), Duke Orsino (Twelfth Night). James and his theatre company Mercury’s Wings have received
multiple GCATA nominations . He has trained extensively in Suzuki physical theatre, and has been engaged
by the GCAC to conduct workshops for young people, and Professional Development for Teachers.

LORD AUGUSTUS LORTON - Robert Miller

Rob has long had a love of theatre and opera, in Australia and overseas. He has acted in many
dramatic society productions in Sydney in his twenties, thirties and forties, including a performance
of Jim McNeil’s ‘The Chocolate Frog’, set and played inside Parramatta Gaol. He has performed in many
one- and two-hander plays, one being Edward Albee’s ‘Zoo Story’, several newly written by Australian
playwrights, as well as with full ensemble casts. Also he has done some movie, TV and commercial work.
Now retired from his business life, Rob returns to his acting passion with the GCLT following a lifestyle
relocation to the Gold Coast in December 2015.

MR CECIL GRAHAM - Andrew Cockroft-Penman

Andrew is studying a B. Theatre and Performance through the University of New England. Directing
credits include: ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, ‘Sweeney Todd’, ‘The Wizard of Oz’, ‘Popular Mechanicals’,
‘Comedy of Errors’, ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, ‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’, ‘Peter Pan’ and ‘Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’. Acting credits include: Dromio - ‘Comedy of Errors’, Mrs
Twit - ‘The Twits’, Jack - ‘Into the Woods’, Quince - ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, Borachio - ‘Much
Ado About Nothing’, Lewis - ‘Pippin’ and Mother Gothal - ‘Rapunzel’. Resident senior drama teacher at
Spotlight Theatrical Co and is looking forward to directing ‘Oliver!’ to launch the 2018 Spotlight season.

MR DUMBY - Noel Thompson

Noel has appeared previously at GCLT in ‘Equus’, in dual roles in Jennifer Flowers’ production of ‘Our
Country’s Good’, in Noella Johnson’s production of ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, in ‘Macbeth’,
‘Romeo & Juliet’ and Noella’s most recent production, Patrick White’s ‘Signal Driver’. Noel is originally
from Brisbane and moved to the Gold Coast in 1999. He has performed with Villanova Players, St.Luke’s
Theatre Society, Sunnybank Repertory Company, Tugun Theatre Company, Tweed Theatre Company,
and Spotlight Theatre, as well as a season with Mercury’s Wings in ‘Much Ado About Nothing’.

MR HOPPER - Bailey Seymour

Bailey has been trending the boards since he could walk and shows no sign of stopping. For the past
five years, he has been training in traditional forms of Suzuki theatre and enjoyed various roles within
secondary drama festivals. Upon his graduation from high school, Bailey aspires to further his craft and
pursue acting as a career, and is currently devoting himself to the development of his screen acting and
production skills in order to achieve this
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The Cast...
LADY STUTFIELD / MRS COWPER-COWPER / SERVANT - Montanna Dowden

Active in the Gold Coast Theatre Scene for just over a year, Montanna has appeared in productions such
as ‘How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying’ at Gold Coast Little Theatre, as well as working
backstage on ‘Night, Mother’ and ‘Billy Liar’ at Javeenbah Theatre as Assistant Stage Manager. She has
over ten years dance experience in a variety of styles as well as acting training at Johnny Young Talent
School for over a year – she looks forward to utilising these skills to enhance the characterisation of her
roles in ‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’

PARKER - Melissa Dawe

Melissa has an Advanced Diploma in Screen & Media (Acting) from the New York Film
Academy, and also Advanced Acting for the Screen and Audition Technique courses from
the Warehouse Workshop. Her recent featured screen work includes ‘Thor: Ragnorok’,
‘Hoges’ and ‘Digital Athletes: The Road to Seat League’. Melissa has performed in over
twenty short independent films, and various stage presentations directed by the New York
Film Academy.

SERVANT - Thalita Fernandes

Thalita travelled all the way from Brazil to pursue her dream of acting. Afer 5 years of theater classes back
in her home country, she studied a one year full time conservatory course of acting for film in Australia.
She has studied American dialects with Peter Kent, stage combat with Phillippe Deseck, and character
& scene analysis with Rob Horton . To maintain her fitness,, Thalita swims regularly, and attends pilates
and dance classes to constantly challenge herself - she is also bilingual, speaking fluent Portuguese and
English.

SIR JAMES ROYSTON / SERVANT - James Flett

James has been performing since he can remember and pursued his Screen and Media studies at New
York Film Academy in 2014 . Since he graduated, James played the lead role of Dennis in the film Dennis
and His Dreadful List which has added to his vast IMDB credits including Art Director, Costume
Designer and Set Director. James is excited to add Lady Windermere’s Fan to his theatre experience
which also includes The Mystery of Edwin Drood, The Pajama Game, The Emma Dilemma and Dolly
and Ken. James hopes to pursue many platforms in the performance industry.

SERVANT - Tayib Seaton

Tayib has been involved in a variety of theatre and student film productions over the past 3 years. His
first major involvement in community theatre was “Hotel Sorrento” as Troy at Javeenbah theatre in 2015.
He has also been involved in a number of student films from Bond University and Griffith University.
Tayib has also been a humble extra in the television show “Mako Mermaids”. He was also privileged to be
apart of Benowa State High School’s entry of “The 39 Steps” in the Drama Festival Competition of 2014.
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The Production Team...
Director: Rob Horton
Vice-Director( i.e Director of Vice): Andrew Cockroft-Penman
Designer: Helen Maden
Stage Manager: Di Francis
Assistant Stage Manager: Kim Trannore
Dramaturg: Sheila Bradley
Wardrobe: Dawn Warrington, Shirley Whitehouse
Set Construction: Terry Docker, Kay Boxall
Lighting Design: Andrew Cockroft-Penman, Andrew Borg
Lighting Operation: Logan De Groot, Darren Marshall
Sound Design: Rodrigo Medina Noel
Sound Operation: Rodrigo Medina Noel, William Pulley
Crew: Darren Marshall, Briana Mirabile
Dance Consultant: Claudine Anderson
Publicity: Kate Peters, Roger McKenzie
Social Media: Andrew Cockroft-Penman, Susan Austin
Programme: Shane Caddaye
Technical Director (GCLT): Lawrie Esmond
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Coming Soon...
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