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From the Director...
I am delighted to be presenting, at long
last, this wonderful story of one of the most
tumultuous periods surrounding the British
Royal Family. The author, Royce Ryton, has
been totally truthful in his tale, which is not
only of a huge constitutional crisis, but a family
crisis as well. With the current interest in the
lives of Royal Family members, I believe that
this love story, beginning in 1936, will fascinate
our audiences…. Our brilliant cast will bring
to life many memories of a King who was never
crowned, a twice-divorced American woman
who was hated by her husband’s family, a mother who saw her duty to
the Crown as paramount, and a reluctant brother who, along with his
wife, became one of the most-loved rulers in modern British history.
I hope you enjoy the memories as much as we have enjoyed bringing
them to you - 80 years after they happened!			
Kate Peters, Director
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DEL HALPIN – Queen Mary
Del’s theatrical journey has encompassed musical theatre, music
hall, comedy and drama in both professional and community
theatre for the past 50 years. She has appeared in and worked as
stage manager or crew for many productions at GCLT and was made
a Life Member in 2000. Roles have ranged from the urban victim
Miss Adelaide in Guys & Dolls through to the classic Gertrude in
Hamlet, to the third generation welfare mum in The Boys and the
“soul bearing plus everything else” Chris in Calendar Girls. Her most recent role was
that of Thelma (Mama) in Javeenbah’s ‘night, Mother. As a child, Del remembers her
parents and grandparents talking in scandalised tones about “the abdication” and “that
Mrs Simpson”, and has thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of recreating the pivotal role
of Queen Mary in Crown Matrimonial.

CHRIS CATHERWOOD – Edward VIII
Chris has been seen on the Gold Coast in several lead roles, the
latest of which was as John Jasper in Spotlight Theatre’s THE
MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD. Previous appearances have
included the Bank Chairman in the Arts Centre Gold Coast’s
MARY POPPINS (2016), Lieutenant Schrank in GCLT’s WEST
SIDE STORY, Elyot Chase in Noel Coward’s PRIVATE LIVES
(GCLT) and Sid Sorokin in THE PYJAMA GAME (GCLT).
Chris also appeared in the Arts Centre’s JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR in 2014. His
earlier career on the boards included short films, many Master of Ceremonies’ roles
and TV commercials.

ROB HORTON – Duke of York (Bertie)
Rob is from the UK and has extensive theatre experience. He was
Artistic Director of his own professional community company ‘Raa
Theatre’ and of Spilsby Theatre in Lincolnshire, UK. Work with
the international director Mikhail Mokeev (Moscow Art Theatre)
provided him with the Stanislavski System and he went on to
perform the title roles in Hamlet and Macbeth and a wide variety
of repertory roles in the UK. In Australia, Rob has concentrated
on film and television work, appearing in PJ Hogan’s Mental with Toni Collette, the
children’s TV series K9 among many other projects. Rob currently teaches acting
(Meisner Technique) at the New York Film Academy, Gold Coast. Most recently, he
has been seen onstage as Noel Coward in Top Hat Productions’ Cocktails with Noel
& Gertie at Spotlight’s Basement Theatre, and as the Priest in GCLT’s Romeo & Juliet.

LOUISE HARRIS – Princess Mary, The Princess Royal
Louise has performed in many Gold Coast and Brisbane
productions, including ‘Katie’ Calamity Jane (Spotlight), ‘Peggy
Sawyer’ 42nd Street (GC Arts Centre), ‘Guinevere’ Camelot
(GCLT), ‘Nelly Forbush’ South Pacific (GCLT), ‘Anna’ The
King and I (Spotlight), ‘Polly Baker’ Crazy for You (Savoyards),
‘Mabel Normand’ Mack & Mabel (Javeenbah), ‘Kate’ Kiss Me
Kate (Spotlight), ‘Mabel’ Pirates of Penzance (Spotlight), ‘Millie’
Thoroughly Modern Millie (Javeenbah), ‘Tracy Lord’ High Society (GCLT), ‘Magnolia’
Showboat (GCLT), ‘Ruby/Linda’ Twice in a Lifetime (GCLT), ‘Bakers Wife’ Into the
Woods (GCLT), ‘Babe’ The Pajama Game (GCLT), ‘Narrator’ Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat (Neptune). Louise has been a guest artist at concerts and
functions at many Gold Coast venues singing various styles of music.

DOUG WILLIAMS – Walter Monckton, K.C.
This is Doug’s first appearance with Gold Coast Little Theatre.
However, with over 40 years experience, Doug has appeared in
twenty one musicals, twenty three theatre-restaurant shows and
six dramas. He has written nine shows, designed numerous sets,
posters and programmes and directed eight productions. Roles
have included Alfred P Doolittle in My Fair Lady; Sancho Panza
in Man of La Mancha; Harry Macafee in Bye, Bye Birdie; 1st
Gangster in Kiss Me, Kate; J Pierpont Finch in How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying; Mack the Knife in The Threepenny Opera and Senex in A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum. Doug was nominated in last year’s Palm Awards
as Best Supporting Actor in a School/Youth Musical for his role as King Marmaduke
in Tweed Theatre’s The Princess and the Pea.

SUSAN CARY – Duchess of York (Elizabeth)
Australian-born Susan began her theatre work in Brisbane at
La Boite Theatre with This Old Man Comes Rolling Home,
Gimme Shelter and the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. She
then completed a postgraduate diploma at the London Academy
of Performing Arts and met her husband and fellow actor Rob
Horton. Her theatre ccredits include: UK and European Tours
including working with Mikhail Mokeev from the Moscow Art
Theatre; Edinburgh Fringe and Cambridge Shakespeare Festivals; Provincial Weekly
Repertory Season and various London Fringe venues. Shakespearean Roles include:
Gertrude - Hamlet, and Lady Macbeth – Macbeth. Recent productions for GCLT
include Romeo & Juliet and Social Climbers.

LEE PATTERSON – Maybell, Countess of Airlie
Lee first started dabbling in community theatre some 30
years ago. Since returning to the coast in 2012 she has
been stage manager and worked back stage for two GCLT
productions and played Mabel in The Pajama Game. Lee
also played Princess Puffer in “The Mystery of Edwin Drood”
and Cumie Barrow in “Bonnie & Clyde” – both at Spotlight
Theatre. Playing Maybell adds the challenge of playing a refined, older role.
JEAN WATSON – The Hon. Margaret Wyndham
Coming to the Gold Coast in 1998 Jean continued her lifelong involvement with the theatre through acting, writing,
directing and helping backstage, as well as appearing many
times on the local stages of the Gold Coast Little Theatre,
Javeenbah, Spotlight, Tugun, Tweed and Murwillumbah in
drama, comedy and pantomime. Her own play “Breakfast
in Bed” was turned into a film and won awards at the Newcastle Film Festival.
NAOMI THOMPSON –The Duchess of Gloucester (Alice)

Naomi is a busy mother-of-two who enjoys being involved
in community theatre for the adult interaction. You might
have seen her on stage in “Move Over Mrs Markham” &
“Bombshells” at Gold Coast Little Theatre, “Hotel Sorrento”,
“Caravan”, “The Anniversary”, “Mr Wonderful”, “Five Women
Wearing the Same Dress” and “Minefields & Miniskirts” at
Javeenbah Theatre, and in “Erogenous Zones” at Spotlight Theatre.
DAVID AUSTIN – Queen’s Page (John)
David was born in Sydney, and moved to the Gold Coast
aged 2 - he completed the Senior Actor Program at KATZ
Academy during his High School years, later attending the
New York Film Academy and completing the Advanced
Diploma of Acting for film in 2015. He has appeared on film
in Angelina Jolie’s “Unbroken”, and also in “Thor Ragnarok”.

CROWN MATRIMONIAL By Royce Ryton
The Abdication of King Edward VIII is regarded both as a definitive
love story, and the greatest betrayal in Royal Family history – and is the hinge
of this powerful play. The play tells the story of an impossible choice between
love and duty – and a decision which stunned the world. Upon the death
of his father, David, the Prince of Wales, assumed his role as Edward VIII.
However his affair with a married divorcee Wallis Simpson soon brought his
family and the empire into crisis. The play tackles the private and public agony
of the British Royal family upon his decision to abdicate the throne when the
government makes it quite plain that Wallis Simpson will never be acceptable
as his queen.
“You have your duty to do as King. You must give her up!” - Queen Mary
King Edward (then the Prince of Wales) first met Wallis Simpson in
1931, when Lady Furness (the current mistress of the Prince) invited Wallis
and her husband to stay at her country estate. It was not love at first sight for
either of them. Edward continued his affair with Lady Furness, although he and
Wallis met at various house parties since they traveled in similar circles. It was
when his mistress was out of the country in 1934, almost three years to the day
after Edward and Wallis met, that they consummated their relationship. King
Edward’s life was one of European holidays, parties and a general disregard
for anything that curbed his flamboyant lifestyle. It was once said of Wallis
Simpson that she was everything the Edward needed; a nanny, a mother and
a lover…
She was by all accounts a very nice woman, but the King’s mother,
Queen Mary, could never accept a twice-divorced woman as a wife of the
Head of the Church of England.; neither could any other member of the Royal
Family. As we watch King Edward VIII renouncing the monarchy in order
to marry Wallis Simpson, it is impossible not to be reminded of more recent
royal crises - the present Prince of Wales has not only divorced his own wife,
but married the divorced woman with whom he had long been conducting an
adulterous affair. With the long reign of the current Queen in its final years,
the prospect of the next Sovereign is in question – and bearing in mind the
events surrounding members of the Family over the past 50 years, it will be
interesting to see whether the “new” generation can survive the undoubted
pressures of the future…..

Glossary
BROWN’S HOTEL – Brown’s Hotel in London’s Mayfair played host to British and European royalty,
especially its longest resident guest, King George II of Greece.
MARINA – wife of 3rd son of Edward VII, Prince George, later killed in air crash in WW2
ROYAL MARRIAGES ACT – applies to monarch’s relations not to monarch. No Roman Catholics.
WATERLOO – major train station – meeting boats from America.
FORT BELVEDERE – Edward’s private home.
ATATURK – President of Turkey in 1936.
MUSSOLINI – Prime Minister of Italy in 1936.
BALDWIN – Prime Minister of Britain in 1936.
THE LONDON NEEDLEWORK GUILD – successful charity begun by Queen Mary collecting homemade
items for the troops during the war.
ARCHBISHOP LANG – Archbishop of Canterbury in 1936.
ATTLEE – Leader of the Labour Party in Britain in 1936.
MORGANATIC MARRIAGE - is a marriage between people of unequal social rank, which prevents
the passage of the husband’s titles and privileges to the wife and any children born of the marriage.
LA CROE - Villa La Croe, Cap d’Antibes, Cannes, the Windsors’ Riviera home.
CHURCHILL – Leader of the Opposition in Britain in 1936.
WALTER MONCKTON, K.C. – Old University friend of Edwards, great supporter of Edward and Mrs
Simpson, visited them often when they lived in France, acted as go-between with Royal Family and
Parliament. Important legal advisor.
ANTHONY EDEN – Britain’s Foreign Secretary and successor to Winston Churchill as P.M.

