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John Misto’s

Directed by Jim Dickson



Jim has been directing for 30 years and has been 
involved in approximately 90 productions as 
Director, Set Designer/Builder, lighting/sound, 
Stage Manager and Actor. GCLT audiences may 
remember his productions of The Dixie Swim Club 
and Remembrance.  
Jim’s early introduction to theatre was in Melbourne 
with various community theatres in the eastern suburbs 
and on moving to the Gold Coast he continued with 
productions for GCLT, Spotlight, Tugun and finally 
found a home at Javeenbah where he has been a 
member of the Management Team for many years.
At Javeenbah he has presented The Female of the 
Species, Beauty Queen of Leenane, Bermuda Avenue 

Triangle‘, ‘Ladies Night‘, ‗Lettice and Lovage‘, ‗Letter from the General’,’The 
Mousetrap , The Female Version of the Odd Couple‘, ‘Albert Nobbs’ and most 
recently ‘The Game’s Afoot’.

“I had heard of the Shoe Horn Sonata over the years but had never read or seen it. 
In March 2013 Murwillumbah Theatre Company presented this play by John Misto. 
My wife and I attended and were blown away. What a wonderful play. So it went on 
my list of Must Do Plays.
Shoe Horn Sonata has two female and one male in the cast. Complementing the 
sometimes moving and other times humourous acting is an amazing selection of 
photographic images and a very relevant music score that brings this play to life. 
Eve Wheeler who plays Bridie and Marie Dickson who plays Sheila have been a 
joy to work with. Having actors that are able to absorb the dialogue has given me 
the opportunity to focus on the many nuances that are required to make this play 
work. And it does work. Having Barry Gibson on board has enable us, with his vast 
experience in all facets of theatre, to gleen that special something hidden in the 
script.
Finally I would like to congratulate GCLT  for having the courage to choose The 
Shoe Horn Sonata for this year’s playbill. This is a play that needs to be staged. The 
forgotten women who were incarcerated by the Japanese deserve to be recognised.”

DIRECTOR - Jim Dickson



ABOUT THE PLAY & THE AUTHOR

John Misto’s play The Shoe-Horn Sonata was inspired by 
the real-life experiences of Australian nurses taken prisoner 
by the Japanese Army during World War 2 after the fall of 
Singapore in 1942.
From 1942 to the end of the war only 24 out of an original 65 
were eventually brought back to Australia in October, 1945. 
Misto wanted to make Australians aware of the heroism of 
these nurses. He petitioned for a memorial but was turned 
away by the Australian Government. He is quoted as saying 
“They wouldn’t let me build a memorial so I wrote a play.” 

His play was inspired by the most famous account of their experiences, the diary of 
Betty Jeffrey of the Australian Army Nursing Service, published as White Coolies 
in 1954. Misto read this book when he was a teenager, and said he could not forget 
it. Years later, he interviewed many of the surviving women as he researched the 
background for his play. He tells us: “Although the characters of ‘Bridie’ (Eve 
Wheeler) and ‘Sheila’ (Marie Dickson) are fictional, every incident they describe is 
true and occurred between 1942 and 1945. There was even a shoe-horn! 
White Coolies formed the basis for the movie Paradise Road, written and directed 
by Australian Bruce Beresford and released in 1997. Beresford did further research 
into these events and experiences, and tapes prepared by Norah Chambers before 
her death for the BBC were found. An English woman with a ‘glorious voice’, she 
organised a voice orchestra where the parts for the ‘instruments’ in the orchestra 
were written out by an interned missionary teacher, Margaret Dryburgh. Betty 
Jeffrey was a member of this group.
Misto’s awards include the 2002 Rodney Seaborn Playwrights’ Award for HARP ON 
THE WILLOW and the 1996 NSW Premier’s Literary Award, Best Play, for THE 
SHOE-HORN SONATA, which also won the 1995 ‘Australia Remembers’ National 
Play Competition. John’s television scripts have won a number of AFI and AWGIE 
awards.

John Misto

A PLAY IN TWO ACTS
~MELBOURNE 1995~

A HOTEL SUITE & A TV STUDIO



Marie has been involved in theatre for 
more years than she cares to mention, 
both in Melbourne and here on the Gold 
Coast. 
She was last seen at GCLT as the martini-
drinking Dinah in the Dixie Swim Club 
and before that Jenny in Jury Room. In 
1997 Marie appeared n the Irish Drama 
Remembrance.
Last year she appeared in Gaslight at 
Tugun and The Game’s Afoot at Javeenbah.
Some of her favourite roles have been 
in Doubt, Female of the Species, Beauty 

Queen of Leenane, Morning Sacrifice and Bermuda Avenue Triangle.
The Shoe Horn Sonata has left Marie with a feeling of awe at the pain, 
courage and sacrifice that was endured by these nurses not only in the 
Sumatran Jungle but after the war at home.  

Barry, well known in Gold Coast theatrical 
circles, has been involved in more than 100 
productions as Director, Stage Manager, 
Actor and Designer since 1979.
Among his favourite roles are Freddie 
in Travelling North, Malvollo in Twelfth 
night, Chief Bromden in One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest and Henry in Cosi.
As a Director Barry has been responsible 
for productions such as The Removalist, 
Breaker Morant, Agnes of God, Steel 
Magnolias, Proof, Caravan and Rabbit 
Hole. 

Barry believes in the phrase “There are no small roles just small actors!” 
Was thrilled to be invited to audition and be cast as the part of the 
interviewer in this wonderful play.



As a child Eve was creative both in the 
classroom and on stage, spending much of 
her time dreaming of being “discovered”.  
However, as reality set in, she turned to 
nursing and later held senior executive 
roles in the corporate world.  
In 2000 Eve left Sydney for a “tree change” 
to Murwillumbah, where she started 
doing stand-up comedy and joined the 
Murwillumbah Theatre Company.  She 
had audiences laughing in “Fur Coat and 
No Knickers”, “Rumours”, “The World Bra 
Unclipping Championships at Garimba”, 

“Dimboola” and “Cut” then crying as Pearl in “Ladies Down Under” 
and Bridie in “The Shoehorn Sonata”.
For Eve, the role of Bridie was dearest to her heart.  As a former 
Australian Army Nurse, she wore the same uniform as Bridie, a uniform 
she never really appreciated until undertaking this role but one which 
she now feels privileged to have worn. In each performance, Eve wears 
her RAANC badge as a tribute to those amazing women who gave so 
much. 
When approached by Director, Jim Dixon to audition for the GLTC 
production of “The Shoehorn Sonata”, it took at least a nano-second for 
Eve to say yes.  She had previously stage managed the MTC production 
of “The Beauty Queen of Leenane”, in which Marie Dickson had played 
Mag, and Eve was very keen to perform alongside her.
Away from the stage, Eve currently lives in Brisbane where she is a 
professional Photographer and obsessive golfer.
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Director Jim Dickson
Stage Manager Martin Ramshaw
Lighting Design David Thorndike
Lighting Operation *JIM TO SUPPLY NAME*
Sound Design & Operation Graham Simpson
Projections Graham Simpson
Props / Makeup Dianne Ramshaw
Publicity GCLT Publicity Team
Programme & Photography Shane Caddaye

Images & Music Julie West (Murwillumbah Theatre Co.)
Various Furnishings Javeenbah Theatre Co.
For creating a welcoming 
environment

Laney McLean (GCLT President)

Production Team

Gold Coast Little Theatre  is a participant in the                  
2016 Gold Coast Theatre Awards

Special Thanks



Coming Soon in 2016

6 performances only!

13 performances


